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ered; if any higher culture existed, it was always due to importation from the outside. On the other hand, to be sure, desert populations have in general not represented the highest types of civilization; clustered about the oases, their number has not been large. They have had very little influence on history.
But it is a very important fact that genuine civilizations are born, in the Old World as in the New, only in artificially irrigated arid regions, especially in deserts and half-deserts where in the neighborhood of the irrigated areas, widely spread over the plains, nomadic pasturage or hunting life prevails.
It may not be amiss to define advanced civilizations as those which have arrived at a stage of development which includes some form of writing, of government and of organized religion. Indeed, the possession of these three cultural achievements alone is able to insure the further development of a civilization.
It is easy to enumerate the civilizations which were born independently and spontaneously and which arrived at the above-mentioned stage.
(1) Perhaps the civilization of Mesopotamia is the most ancient. Mesopotamia is a half-desert, where agriculture is possible only by means of irrigation. In the neighborhood of the irrigable areas there live nomadic tribes, the Kurds and Arabs.
(2) Egypt, to be sure, in its lower part lies in the desert zone, but in its upper part nomadie life existed. The Nile, even, is so rich in water that pastures were obtained by means of irrigation—a condition which does not recur in the whole world.
(3) The upper valley of the Amu Daria, together with the Persian basins, was the birthplace of the Zoroaster civilization.
(4) Chinese civilization was born in the oases of Eastern Turkestan, in connection with the oases of Turan and Ferghana.
In the Old "World no other similar spontaneous civilizations are known which correspond to the definition given above.
In the New "World no possibility existed for nomadic life, owing to the fact that North America possessed no pasturing animal. Some rudiments of nomadic life are known, however. The Indians, namely, divided the herds of buffaloes wallowing on the prairies into smaller herds and had certain property rights over them. They did not allow other tribes to hunt them, they protected their herds against other hunting tribes and they did not kill more than were necessary

